The sheep as an animal model for heart valve research.
The first test used to assess new heart valve prostheses and devices is to implant them in a medium-sized animal. This is a costly piece of research and it is important to select the most appropriate animal. The authors feel that the sheep is an appropriate animal model for heart valve research and describe their experience in this area. It is hoped that the detailed description provided will be useful to any other group contemplating similar studies.